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My Experiences in Applying for Graduate School

I found many of my classmate would like to study in the United States in the future, but a lot of them seem not know how. Since I have done all the application by myself, I have many ideas, experience, and improvements about it. So here, I would like to share some pathways I have walked, just in case someone would like to read it.

Hire an agency to do the application or do it on my own?

This answer could be vary, and it really depends on what kind of person you are. However, if you are an English major or you have no problem reading English materials, I strongly suggest that you do all application on your own. Why? First of all, if you find an agency to help you, they just randomly select around 8 universities to you. They might choose two top ones, two easily-to-get-in ones, and other middle rank ones. Many of the materials you still have to prepare by yourself. They just help you send them or may have simply use the already made documents and send them. The point is: it is so much easier for you to just find an agency and wait for admission; but the chances are that you might not get in a best school for you. On the other hand, if you do application by yourself, it will cause you some trouble, but you can find suitable schools for yourself. Plus, you can save the unnecessary money that you paid for agency. As for myself, I think doing the application by myself is quite challenging. On one hand, I can learn a lot through out the whole process; on the other hand, I get to familiar with what kind of tasks I may run into and learn to deal with it. This is all under the circumstances that I know I am a very independent person and I take responsibility for myself. Anyway, if you are the person who would like to study abroad, doing application on your own is a great point to start to see what it is like to depend on yourself mostly. 

When should I start?

According to my own experience, it is best to start before two years to the year that you want to go study. For example, if you want to study in Fall 2007, you better start preparing in Fall 2005. The earlier the better. As for what to prepare, you have to prepare for GRE and TOEFL, application materials, which included three references and statement of purpose. Some find schools first and later prepare for the test; some goes the other way round. For me, that matter is you can find at least four to six schools that are suit for you and you want to apply for. Their school or department website will provide details about their courses, mission, and scholarship information. Application should read those carefully and see if the courses are right for you and the faculty’s research focus matches what you want to learn. Some said big school will have big fund for scholarship and will have more faculties. But this is just a saying; you can take that as a suggestion. The final call is still on your hands. After you find a right school for you, you can prepare your SOP according to their requirement; also, you can apply to their scholarship.

How to find right schools for me?

You have to know what you want and what your abilities are like. If you are top students and are qualified to go to top famous school, then you can apply to those famous schools, such as Stanford or Harvard or MIT. If your budgets are not much, you can choose to study in the Middle West cities in the States. Choose what you want to major in first, and check which part or which city in the States you want to go (according to your budget and personal preference), and check our if there are school or department suitable for you (according to the courses they provide and so on.)

Tuition and money will be a big problem for me. How do I deal with it? 

Once you find the school you want to apply, you can see their website. On students’ perspective part, they will provide their own scholarship. I suggest you start earlier to look for as many scholarships as you can and write your SOP for applying them. (Now I realize this point, and it’s a little bit too late.)Our Ministry of Education and some organizations also provide scholarship, but there are few and the competitions are keen. Some people work for one or two years, after they have some money, they take their chances and go study abroad. Studying in the States will definitely cost a lot of money, and you should find a plan best for yourself. (It’s difficult though.)

